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OVERSTOCK.COM CEO TO SPEAK AT UM
MISSOULA -
Patrick Michael Byrne, chair and CEO of Overstock.com, will present the spring 2009 Harold 
and Priscilla Gilkey Executive Lecture at The University of Montana on Thursday, April 30.
Byrne will talk about “Mental Models and Social Entrepreneurship” at 6 p.m. in Gallagher 
Business Building Room 106. The event is free and open to the public.
Byrne founded Overstock.com Inc., an Internet retailer that reported revenues of $834 million 
in 2008. In 2001, Byrne launched Worldstock.com -  Overstock.corn’s socially responsible store for 
products handcrafted by artisans from developing nations and rural areas of the United States. To date, 
more than $30 million has been returned to Worldstock’s artisan suppliers.
In his presentation, Byrne will discuss the mental models outlined in “Poor Charlie’s 
Almanack.” The book describes the unique worldview of Charlie Munger, vice chair of Berkshire 
Hathaway Inc.
In 2005, Byrne began a vigorous campaign against corruption in capital markets through 
securities manipulation. His stance quickly caught the attention of Wall Street analysts and reporters 
and remains a point of high controversy today.
He received a bachelor’s degree in philosophy and Asian studies from Dartmouth College, a 
master’s in philosophy from Cambridge University as a Marshall Scholar and a doctorate in philosophy
from Stanford University. He has taught at the university level and frequently guest-lectures on 
business, the Internet, leadership and ethics.
The Gilkey Executive Lecture Series was established by Harold and Priscilla Gilkey in 2004 to 
enrich UM business education. The series is designed to provide the unique experience of direct contact 
with national and global business leaders to students, faculty and the community.
Previous distinguished lecturers include Robert Greifeld, president and CEO of The NASDAQ 
Stock Market Inc.; Peter Georgescu, former chair of Young & Rubicam Inc.; Raymon Thompson, 
founder, chair and CEO of Semitool Inc.; Sally Jewell, CEO of REI; Richard Riccobono, president and 
CEO of the Federal Home Loan Bank of Seattle; and Lester Thurow, the Jerome and Dorothy 
Lemelson Professor of Management and Economics at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Sloan 
School of Management.
Harold Gilkey, a 1962 graduate of the UM School of Business Administration, serves as chair 
and CEO of Spokane, Wash.-based Sterling Financial Corp. Priscilla Gilkey, a 1962 UM English 
graduate, is a trustee emeritus of the UM Foundation. Before her retirement in 1997, she was employed 
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